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Acknowledgment of Traditional Owners 

The City of Melbourne respectfully acknowledges the Traditional Owners of the land. For the Woiwurrung 
(Wurundjeri), Boonwurrung, Taungurong, Dja Dja Wurrung and the Wathaurung groups who form the Kulin 
Nation, Melbourne has always been an important meeting place for events of social, educational, sporting and 
cultural significance. 

Today we are proud to say that Melbourne is a significant gathering place for all Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples. 

Aboriginal Melbourne 

The landscape surrounding the place where the Birrarung (the Yarra River) runs into the Nerm (Port Phillip 

Bay) is Kulin country; a place now known as Melbourne; a place that Aboriginal people, particularly those of 

the Kulin Nation, have lived on, cared for, gathered on and undertaken cultural rituals on for at least 30,000 

years. This connection to country has continued since the arrival of Europeans in a variety of traditional and 

contemporary ways.  While there are many stories and places in Melbourne that contain evidence of this 

connection to country, this is not always something that is apparent to people who live, work or visit 

Melbourne. 

Where once the Kulin Nation used local trees for the creation of canoes and shields, their presence is still felt 

through the scarred trees that stand proudly in Fitzroy Gardens and Yarra Park. 

Where once the people of the Kulin Nation gathered on the banks of the Birrarung, its importance is honoured 

and shared with everyone in Melbourne at Birrarung Marr. 

Where once the Kulin Nation gathered for ceremonies, political and social gatherings on the land now known 

as the Melbourne Cricket Ground, we see their descendants, and the descendants of many other Australians, 

playing a game whose origins come from the Aboriginal game Marngrook. 

This place we call Melbourne is Kulin country, Aboriginal country – Aboriginal Melbourne. 

Statement of Commitment to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples 

Acknowledgement and Recognition 

The City of Melbourne acknowledges that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples were the first people of 
this land and have strived to retain their culture and identity through the period of non-Indigenous settlement 
for more than two centuries. 

The City of Melbourne acknowledges and respects the customs and traditions of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and their special relationship with the land, waterways and sea. 

The City of Melbourne acknowledges the right of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to live 
according to their own values and customs, subject to Australian law. 

The City of Melbourne recognises the valuable contribution to Victoria made by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples and will work towards a future of mutual respect and harmony. 

The City of Melbourne recognises the value of the diversity and strength of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander cultures to the heritage of all Australians. 

The City of Melbourne recognises that family life is the core of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 
life and that these family relationships, links and customs involve particular sets of social and cultural 
obligations. 



The City of Melbourne advocates in conjunction with the local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Community: 

 The ideal of reconciliation with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples to redress their serious social 
and economic disadvantage 

 Working together for a treaty or other instrument of reconciliation 

 A commitment to the elimination of racism or discrimination ensuring the right of all our community to 
enjoy equal rights and be treated with equal respect 

 Recognition and protection of and respect for Aboriginal sacred sites and special places 

 Education of the broader community about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage and culture and 
the impact upon it of non-Indigenous settlement of this country 

 Advocacy on behalf of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander members of our community to ensure the 
principles and commitments of this statement are upheld. 

About this document 
The purpose of this document is to bring together relevant stakeholders to work together to ensure that the 

Aboriginal cultural heritage of Melbourne is appropriately recognised, conserved and celebrated by all. 

This Action Plan builds on the achievements of the previous City of Melbourne Indigenous Heritage Action 

Plan 2012-2015, and focuses actions into three key themes: 

 Conservation: The City of Melbourne has a strong understanding of the nature, significance, extent 

and condition of Aboriginal heritage places across the municipality, and ensures they are appropriately 

managed and maintained. 

 Celebration: The City of Melbourne is a place where people who live, work or visit can easily 

recognise, experience, understand and celebrate Melbourne as a place that was, is, and continues to 

be, an Aboriginal place. 

 Collaboration: The City of Melbourne works with key stakeholders to ensure Aboriginal heritage is 

conserved and celebrated by all. 



1.Conservation 

The City of Melbourne has a strong understanding of the nature, significance, extent and condition of 

Aboriginal heritage places across the municipality, and ensures they are appropriately managed and 

maintained. 

Action 1.1  

Compile all existing knowledge regarding Aboriginal heritage places across the municipality and ensure 
coordination with the Victorian Aboriginal Heritage Register. 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 

1.1.1 Integration of Aboriginal Heritage GIS-
linked, online and interactive database into CoM 
systems. 
 

Context 

Officer of Aboriginal 
Affairs Victoria (OAAV) 
 

Year 1 

 

1.1.2. Updates made to the Victorian Aboriginal 
Heritage Register. 
 

Internal partners 
Annually 

 

1.1.3. Updates made to areas of cultural heritage 
sensitivity mapping. 

Internal partners Annually 

Action 1.2 

Use multiple methods for capturing information about previously unrecorded or unknown sites, including 
voluntary Cultural Heritage Management Plans (CHMP), community consultation, oral histories, and 
community forums 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 

1.2.1. Voluntary CHMPs undertaken on all “high 
impact” CoM building development projects, as 
defined by the Aboriginal Heritage Regulations 
2007 
 

Internal partners 
 

Ongoing 
 

1.2.2. Advice provided to developers encouraging 
Voluntary CHMPs for all “high impact” building 
development projects as defined by the 
Aboriginal Heritage 

Developers 

Traditional Owner Groups

OAAV 
 

Ongoing 
 

1.2.3. New sites added to the GIS database from 
information obtained in CHMPs 
 

Internal partners 

OAAV 

 

Ongoing 

 

1.2.4. Different Aboriginal cultural heritage types 
recorded (e.g. oral, archaeological, historical, 
social, political, contemporary) from other 

Traditional Owner Groups
Ongoing 



Measure Partner  Timeframe 

sources. 
 

Aboriginal community 

OAAV 

 

 

1.2.5. New sites added to the GIS database 
from information obtained from other sources. 

 

Internal partners 
Ongoing 

 

Action 1.3 

Manage and maintain all known sites and undertake any required works in accordance with the Aboriginal 

Heritage Act 2006 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 

1.3.1. Development of maintenance schedules for 
all recorded sites 
 

Internal Partners 

Traditional Owner Groups

Aboriginal community 

OAAV 
 

Year 2 
 

1.3.2. Development of protocols, policies and 
procedures to ensure appropriate and effective 
use of GIS database 
 

Internal Partners 

Traditional Owner Groups

Aboriginal community 

OAAV 
 

Year 2 
 

1.3.3. CHMPs obtained for new development and 
re-developments which involve land disturbance. 

Internal Partners 

Traditional Owner Groups

Aboriginal community 

OAAV 

Ongoing 

2. Celebration 

The City of Melbourne is a place that people who live, work or visit can easily recognise, experience and 

celebrate Melbourne as a place that was, is, and continues to be, an Aboriginal place. 

Action 2.1 

Share and celebrate existing publicly acknowledged places around Melbourne 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 



2.1.1. Promote, celebrate and acknowledge 
places around Melbourne through corporate 
channels such as social media; corporate 
newsletters; and corporate advertisement. 
 

Internal partners   

2.1.2. Melbourne’s Aboriginal heritage, projects 
and events celebrated and promoted through the 
organisation’s “Aboriginal Melbourne” Facebook 
site. 

Internal partners  Ongoing  

2.1.3. Revise and re-print “Celebrate [Indigenous] 
Aboriginal Melbourne”. 

Internal partners Year 1 

2.1.4. Information contained in the Indigenous 
Heritage Study 2010 published on CoM’s Open 
Data Platform. 

Internal partners 
Year 1 

Action 2.2 

Increase the level of interpretation at key places in a culturally appropriate manner while also ensuring 
sensitive places are protected 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 

2.2.1. Review of all existing interpretive signage 
at Aboriginal heritage places conducted 

Internal partners 

Aboriginal community 

OAAV 

Year 1 

 

2.2.2. Development of an Aboriginal Heritage 
Interpretation Policy 

Internal partners 

Aboriginal community 

OAAV 

 

Year 2 

 

2.2.3. New interpretation signs at Aboriginal 
heritage places 

Internal partners 

Traditional Owner Groups

Aboriginal community 

OAAV 

Year 3 

Action 2.3 

Develop the “Aboriginal Melbourne” website – and/or interactive multimedia tool promoting Aboriginal 
heritage in Melbourne. 
 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 

2.3.1. Development of agreed and culturally 
appropriate specification for website. 

Internal partners 

Traditional Owners 

Year 1 



Aboriginal community  

OAAV 

2.3.2. “Aboriginal Melbourne” website launched. 
Internal partners 

Traditional Owners 

Aboriginal community  

OAAV  

Year 2 

2.3.3. Develop an “Aboriginal Melbourne” 
platform suitable for use on mobile devices. 

IT entrepreneurs 

Traditional Owners 

Aboriginal community 

 

Year 2 

Action 2.4 

Explore opportunities for Council to foster “Aboriginal Melbourne” ambassadors. 
 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 

2.4.1. Development of the necessary tools and 
products to support City of Melbourne Tourism 
Volunteers to promote “Aboriginal Melbourne”. 

Internal Year 2 

2.4.2. Partnership opportunities with local tourism 
operators to promote “Aboriginal Melbourne”. 

Traditional Owner Groups

Tourism Operators 

Year 3 

 

3. Collaboration 

The City of Melbourne works with key stakeholders to ensure Aboriginal heritage is recognised, 

conserved and celebrated by all. 

Action 3.1 

Work with Traditional Owner and Aboriginal community groups to acknowledge and protect Aboriginal heritage 
in a culturally appropriate and meaningful way 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 

3.1.1. Number of times relevant Traditional 
Owner groups consulted regarding heritage 
matters 

Internal partners 

Aboriginal community 

Ongoing 

3.1.2. Number of times relevant Aboriginal 
community organisations consulted regarding 
heritage matters. 

Internal partners 

Aboriginal community 

Ongoing 

3.1.3. Understanding reached with traditional   



owner groups to ensure Aboriginal heritage at 
QVM is protected and acknowledged 

 

Action 3.2  

Work with neighbouring councils to ensure a seamless engagement with Aboriginal heritage across council 
boundaries 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 

3.2.1. Undertake a review of Aboriginal heritage 
documents and activities of neighbouring councils

Internal partners 

Neighbouring councils 

Aboriginal community 

Year 1 

3.2.2. Potential for an inner municipal ‘Aboriginal 
Trail’ investigated with the Cities of Port Phillip, 
Yarra, Maribyrnong and Stonnington. 

Internal partners 

Neighbouring councils 

Aboriginal community 

Ongoing 

 

Action 3.3 

In alignment with the Arts Strategy 2014-17 acknowledge and make visible the city’s Aboriginal heritage. 

Measure Partner  Timeframe 

3.3.1. Develop a permanent arts installation that 
creatively interprets the story of 
Tunnerminnerwait and Maulboyheenner. 

Arts and Culture 

Tunnerminnerwait and 
Maulboyheenner Working 
Group 

Year 1 

 

Appendix 

Aboriginal community involvement 

Wherever possible, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples should be given opportunities to be deeply 
engaged on any issues relating to their cultural heritage. This document was produced in consultation with key 
Aboriginal community organisations, including the relevant Traditional Owner groups, the Victorian Aboriginal 
Heritage Council, Aboriginal Affairs Victoria, the Victorian Aboriginal Corporation for Languages and the 
Koorie Heritage Trust.  

Where it fits  

This document is one part of the City of Melbourne’s engagement with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures. Other key documents and programs that should be consulted regarding this engagement are the 
Reconciliation Action Plan and the Indigenous Arts Program. In relation to Aboriginal heritage, these actions 
should be seen as supplementary to those included in the ‘Action Programme’ for the Melbourne Heritage 
Strategy 2013 which aspires to a more holistic approach to heritage, including Aboriginal heritage values 
alongside those for non-Indigenous heritage. 
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