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NEW COMMUTER PATTERNS OFFER NEW OPPORTUNITIES

The continued popularity of flexible working has seen a shift in traditional coommuter patterns. Tuesday to Thursday is now
the city's busiest time in the morning. Across the week, afternoons are having an increased share of activity. Thursday
evenings are the new Friday night for city workers looking to dine out and enjoy drinks with friends.
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There's a new peak hour in Melbourne
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MORE HOSPITALITY BUSINESSES OPENING ON THE WEEKEND

Café and restaurant trading days have changed between 2019 and 2022. In response to the city's changing rhythm, a higher
percentage of businesses were opening over the weekend, with Sunday becoming a more prominent trading day.

A lower percentage of businesses were opening on Monday and Tuesday, with Tuesday an emerging day for commutersin
2023. Cafés and restaurants are an important part of the city economy. In 2022, there were over 1,500 cafés and restaurants
in the City of Melbourne. More than half of these were located in the CBD, followed by Docklands (11%), Carlton (11%) and

Southbank (8%).
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Pedestrian activity data current as of 01/04/2023. Source: City of Melbourne Pedestrian Counting System. Spend data current as

of 18/04/2023. Data source: Spendmapp by Geografia (2023). All dollar figures have been adjusted for inflation to June 2019 prices. Hospitality
data current as of 06/04/2023. Source: Census of City Land Use and Employment (CLUE). Student visa data current as of 287/03/2023. Data
source: Department of Home Affairs (2023). 1. Morning commuter activity refers to 6am to 9am, Monday to Friday.

DISCLAIMER: We've taken every care to ensure this information is correct at the time of publication. The City of Melbourne assumes no
responsibility or liability for any errors, omissions or changes to information over time. The City of Melbourne does not accept any liability
whatsoever for any direct or indirect loss, damage or injury suffered as a result of reliance on this information. CITY OF MELBOURNE


http://www.pedestrian.melbourne.vic.gov.au/
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/about-melbourne/research-and-statistics/city-economy/census-land-use-employment/Pages/clue.aspx
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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS ARE BACK AND SPEND IS UP

International students are flocking to Melbourne and enjoying everything the city has to offer, with more than

138,000 international student visa holders studying at Victorian tertiary education institutions. Average activity near the
University of Melbourne more than doubled during O-Week celebrations compared to the week prior and surpassed O-
Week 2019 levels. This coincided with a 21% uplift in international student visa holders, and a more than 5% bump in
spending across the city. The uplift in activity and spend is greater than it has been in the past. Student activity is highest on
Wednesdays and lowest on Fridays with the usual peak between 1lam and 6pm.
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NIGHT-TIME ECONOMY THRIVES AS BIG EVENTS DRAW PEOPLE TO THE CITY

Night-time spend continues to grow and offers exciting opportunities for businesses to take advantage of the city's new
rhythm. It surpassed the 2019 pre-COVID benchmark in both February and March. Adjusting for inflation, night-time spend
in February was 109% of the benchmark, and 111% of the benchmark in March. Periods of increased night-time spending
across the city coincide with major events such as concerts and festivals.
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