Melbourne Conversations


Public Art: Models of Possibility  

Guest Curator Series with Lyndal Jones, Artist and Professor of Contemporary Art, School of Media and Communication, RMIT University. 

As artists shift their concerns to engage with current social, political and environmental changes can we see these shifts reflected in approaches to art in the public realm? Or does the large-scale of many public artworks and/or desire for spectacle or comfort on the part of commissioning agents lead to an outcome that celebrates only wealth or the past? 

Join Melbourne artist Lyndal Jones and her invited guests as they reflect on a range of approaches and practices that explore future models of possibility for public art. 

Date: 
Monday, 1 October, 2012

Time: 
6.00pm to 7.30pm 

Venue: 
BMW Edge Federation Square, Melbourne

Panellist

Juliana Engberg is the Artistic Director of the Australian Centre for the Arts (ACCA) and recently been appointed the Artistic Director of the 2014 Sydney Biennale. Engberg was Curator of the Melbourne Festival Visual Arts Program for seven years (2000–06), during which time she curated new projects by Tacita Dean, Martin Creed, Daniele Puppi, Callum Morton, Fiona Tan and Van Sowerine. In 2007, Engberg was the senior curatorial advisor for the Australian presentations at the Venice Biennale and recently inaugurated the ACCA POP-UP PROGRAM in Venice to coincide with the 54th Venice Biennale (2011). Engberg received the coveted Herald ‘ANGEL’ award for the visual arts programs she developed for The Edinburgh International Arts Festival 2009.


Dr Bianca Hester is an artist, independent writer and Lecturer at Victorian College of the Arts. Bianca Hester has a PhD from RMIT, Melbourne and has a significant exhibition history both in Australia and internationally including at the CCP, Melbourne (2009), the Narrows, Melbourne (2009), Artspace, Sydney (2009), Showroom, London (2008), Gertrude Contemporary Art Spaces, Melbourne (2007), and RMIT Project Space (2006). She was one of the founding members of CLUBSproject Inc and is a current member of the collaborative group OSW with Terri Bird and Scott Mitchell. She is a Lecturer in Sculpture and Spatial Practice at Victorian College of the Arts. Bianca Hester is the sixth recipient of the Helen Macpherson Smith Commission, one of the most significant and generous commissions in Australia. 


Becky Hilton is a performer, teacher, choreographer and director. She has performed in and contributed to the work of a range of artists including Russell Dumas, Stephen Petronio, Mathew Barney, Michael Clark, Tere O’Connor, Mia Lawrence, Jennifer Monson, John Jasperse, Margie Medlin, Lucy Guerin among others. She has a committed teaching practice and teaches in training institutions, for festivals and for dance companies locally, nationally and internationally. Becky generates work in a variety of situations including collaborative community events, choreographies for tertiary institutions and commissioned work for companies. In 2011/12 she will be choreographing a solo series for the Mexican dance company La Lagrima to feature in the 2012 Mexico Festival, masterminding a large screen community dance project involving Federation Square (Melbourne) and NABI (Seoul) and further pursuing a writing project about dance, dancers and dancing. She is the 2010/11 recipient of a Fellowship from the Dance Board of the Australia Council.

David Cross is an artist, writer and curator based in Wellington, New Zealand. Working across performance, installation, video and photographer, Cross has focused on the relationship between pleasure, the grotesque and the phobic. His small to large-scale performance/installation work has sought to incorporate and extend contemporary thinking in relation to participation, linking performance art with object-based environments. Often using his own body as a starting point, he employs a range of objects – manu of which are inflatable – to draw audiences into potentially unexpected situations and dialogues. 

Guest Curator – Lyndal Jones is and Artist and Professor of Contemporary Art, School of Media and Communication, RMIT University. Through her performance works and interactive video works as art installations Lyndal has focused on feminism and empowerment. Throughout, her works have addressed the experiential and the development of interactivity. 

In late 2004 she began working at the School of Creative Media at RMIT University, completing her PhD on the propositional nature of art research and use of the web to archive complex, time-based artworks, in mid 2005. She has undertaken four major research projects - TEARS FOR WHAT WAS DONE– interactive video works on emotion (2003 –2005); FROM THE DARWIN TRANSLATIONS, video installations, films, performances (1992 - 98) examining Darwin’s study of Sexual Selection; THE PREDICTION PIECES; performances & slide installations (1981 - 1991) examining optimism and AT HOME; a solo performance series  (1977 - 80) that utilised domestic imagery. In all of these works she has worked with artists and specialists in other fields from a wide range of disciplines in Australia, Japan, China, Korea, Canada, Great Britain, France, Holland, Germany and Italy. From 2005 she has is focused on development of THE AVOCA PROJECT as her next ten year research series of artworks. 

Melbourne Conversations is a City of Melbourne initiative.
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