
	COUNCILLOR EXPENSES

for the period 1 April to 30 June 2015


BACKGROUND

The allowance paid to Councillors is set by the State Government and is currently $180,163 for the Lord Mayor, $90,081 for the Deputy Lord Mayor and $42,302 for Councillors. Councillors also receive an additional 9.5% being an amount equivalent to the Superannuation Guarantee.

Significant demands and expectations are placed on Councillors of City of Melbourne in carrying out their civic and statutory functions. In carrying out their policy development, representation and communication roles, Councillors accept a range of responsibilities in representing a Capital City government and its community and stakeholders at a local, national and international level.

As part of these responsibilities, Councillors also represent the Council on a range of external organisations and advisory bodies. The demands and level of expectations on Councillors in these roles is significant and varies from organisation to organisation depending on specific structure, purpose and objectives. In a small number of instances, remuneration or fees for services as board members, directors or similar roles on the organisations is offered to Council.  Fees are paid directly to Council where possible. In situations where the office holder is paid directly, he or she transfers the amount to Council.

The Councillor Expenses and Resources Guidelines provide a broad overview of how the Council provides assistance and support to the Lord Mayor, Deputy Lord Mayor and Councillors in carrying out their role and official duties as Councillors.  

As part of Council’s commitment to open government, Council has resolved that details of Councillor expenses in the following categories be released on a regularly basis and be accessible on the Council's web site.

EXPENSE CATEGORIES

1. Conferences, Functions and Training*

This category covers registration fees associated with attendance by Councillors at local conferences, functions, seminars and one-off or short-term training courses.  These are normally held by local government related organisations, professional bodies and institutions, educational institutions and private sector providers on areas and events which impact on the role of Councillors and the City in general.  This category also includes memberships and subscriptions to bodies and organisations whose activities are relevant to role of Councillors and a capital city council.

2. Travel Local *

This category covers costs associated with assisting Councillors in meeting the transport costs incurred in attending meetings, functions and other commitments within and outside the municipality. This comprises use of taxi service, reimbursement for use of private vehicle while conducting Council business, car parking fees, access to bicycles, the provision of car parking permits, e-tags and use of Council fleet vehicles as described in the Councillor Expenses & Resources Guidelines. This category also comprises costs associated with accommodation and incidentals incurred when travelling on Council business in outer metropolitan Melbourne and regional Victoria.

3. Communication 

This category covers communication costs associated with ensuring that Councillors are accessible and are able to communicate with constituents, stakeholders, other Councillors, Council officers and family members while conducting Council business. This category comprises costs associated with use of mobile phones, home phones, internet services and festive season cards.

4. Functions External to Town Hall *

In some cases, Councillors may need to use external hospitality services when conducting Council business outside Council offices. In doing so, Councillors seek reimbursement for expenses incurred. These expenses comprise costs associated with the provision of meals, refreshments and other entertainment (for Councillors and their guests) considered appropriate to the nature of Council business being conducted.

5. Carer Expenses

The Council will reimburse the cost of necessary carer expenses incurred by Councillors in the course of carrying out their duties.  This covers child care and other forms of care needed to support immediate family members

	SCHEDULE OF EXPENSES FOR THE LORD MAYOR AND DEPUTY LORD MAYOR FOR THE PERIOD 1 APRIL TO 30 JUNE 2015

	
	Lord Mayor,

Robert Doyle


	Deputy Lord Mayor,

Susan Riley


	Total

	1. Conferences, Functions & Training
	-
	$806.36
	$806.36

	2. Travel - Local
	$5,555.82
	$4,798.22
	$10,354.04

	3. Communication
	$892.66^
	$135.00
	$1,027.66

	4. Functions External to Town Hall
	$721.39
	-
	$721.39

	5. Carer Expenses
	-
	-
	-

	Total Expenses
	$7,169.87
	$5,739.58
	$12,909.45


	SCHEDULE OF COUNCILLOR EXPENSES 1 APRIL TO 30 JUNE 2015
	
	

	
	Cr Jackie Watts
	Cr Kevin Louey
	Cr Cathy Oke
	Cr Ken 

Ong
	Cr Arron Wood
	Cr Beverley Pinder-Mortimer
	Cr Richard Foster


	Cr Stephen Mayne


	Cr Rohan Leppert
	Total

	1. Conferences, Functions & Training 
	-
	$531.82
	$450.00
	$136.36
	-
	$240.91
	$551.36
	$127.27
	-
	$2,037.72

	2. Travel – Local
	$368.45
	$785.68
	$217.26
	$233.38
	$157.48
	$418.16
	$72.37
	$682.51
	$584.86
	$3,520.15

	3. Communication
	$1,180.96
	$539.07
	$323.20
	$332.58
	$450.52
	$326.60
	$300.68
	$135.00
	$473.09
	$4,061.70

	4. Functions External to Town Hall
	$36.00
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	$36.00

	5. Carer Expenses
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-

	Total Expenses
	$1,585.41
	$1,856.57
	$990.46
	$702.32
	$608.00
	$985.67
	$924.41
	$944.78
	$1,057.95
	$9,655.57


	TRAVEL REGISTER - INTERSTATE & INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL COSTS INCURRED BY LORD MAYOR, DEPUTY LORD MAYOR & COUNCILLORS 


For full details of costs incurred by Councillors while travelling interstate and overseas on Council business, please refer to the travel register also published on a quarterly basis on Council’s web site www.melbourne.vic.gov.au. The register provides details of travel undertaken including a total cost that covers fares, accommodation, conference registration, sustenance and other incidental costs associated with travel.

The Local Government (General) Regulations 2004 requires a Council must make available for public inspection documents containing prescribed material including the maintenance of a travel register containing details of overseas or interstate travel (with the exception of interstate travel by land for less than three days) undertaken in an official capacity by Councillors or any member of Council staff in the previous 12 months.



* Costs incurred under these categories may include those relating to the participation of partners in accordance with the Councillor Expenses and Resources Guidelines.
^ The figure identified in this section is an updated amount following reimbursement to Council of part costs covered in this category. This figure was updated on 29 April 2016.

