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Report to the Future Melbourne (Environment) Committee Agenda item 6.4 

  
Melbourne Water Flood Management Strategy – Port Phillip and 
Westernport 

15 March 2016

  
Presenter: Geoff Robinson, Manager Engineering Services  

Purpose and background 

1. Melbourne Water has requested that the Melbourne City Council formally endorse its Flood Management 
Strategy (the Strategy) – Port Phillip and Westernport released in December 2015 (Attachment 2). 

2. Endorsement of the Strategy is intended to support the delivery of the Strategy through the establishment 
of collaborative working relationships across the various agencies to ensure effective flood management 
across the catchment.  

3. The Strategy is aligned with the Victorian Government’s state wide revised draft Floodplain Management 
Strategy, emergency management arrangements and planning policy. 

Key issues 

4. The Strategy was developed by Melbourne Water through extensive community and stakeholder 
consultation.  It builds on the many years of flood management experience within Melbourne Water and 
local government to improve the planning and management of flood risks within the Port Phillip and 
Westernport catchment.  The catchment covers an area of 13,000 kM2 and includes 38 Melbourne 
metropolitan Councils and Government agencies, a current population of over four million people and 
232,000 vulnerable properties within the current 1 in 100 year flood zone.  The catchment’s population is 
forecast to almost double in size by 2050.  

5. The catchment has a history of regular flooding and property inundation.  The major rivers and creeks 
within the catchment include the Yarra River and its main tributaries including the Maribyrnong River, 
Moonee Ponds Creek, Gardiners and Merri Creeks, plus the Werribee River, Dandenong Creek and 
Bunyip River sub-catchments.  Predicted climate change impacts from increasing storm intensity, higher 
storm surge and tidal rise and sea level rise will exacerbate the extent and duration of future flooding in 
the catchment.  This is expected to be particularly evident in the lower parts of the catchment including 
the vulnerable flood prone areas of the City of Melbourne including Southbank precinct, CBD Elizabeth 
Street main drain catchment and Arden / Macaulay precinct including Moonee Ponds Creek / Arden 
Street main drain catchments.  

6. The Strategy is intended to make the community and stakeholders more aware, responsive and resilient 
to the effects of flooding and to better plan and initiate mitigation actions to reduce the impacts of flooding 
within the catchment.  The outcome is to provide effective flood management services to the community. 

7. The Strategy includes actions which are expected to be implemented over a five year period until 2021.  
Implementation progress will be monitored through the establishment of an Implementation Advisory 
Committee comprising senior representatives from endorsed organisations and agencies.  It is 
considered that the Council should be a member of this Committee.  

Recommendation from management 

8. That the Future Melbourne Committee: 

8.1. endorses Melbourne Water’s Flood Management Strategy - Port Phillip and Westernport 

8.2. notes that management will apply to be represented on Melbourne Water’s Implementation 
Advisory Committee.  
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Supporting Attachment 

  

Legal   

1. There are no legal matters related to this report.   

Finance  

2. There is no financial impact on Council related to the endorsement of the Strategy.   

Conflict of interest  

3. The Director City Operations was a member of Melbourne Water’s project control board for the 
preparation of the strategy. No other member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, 
involved in advising on or preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the 
matter of the report. 

Stakeholder consultation 

4. During 2015, Melbourne Water undertook an extensive community and stakeholder engagement process 
including workshops, surveys and technical working groups involving 70 organisations and 250 individual 
submissions.  The City Of Melbourne was a member of the Project Control Board comprising 
representatives from 14 key organisations overseeing the development of the Strategy.  

Relation to Council policy  

5. The Flood management strategy supports the objectives of the Council’s Total water mark – City as a 
Catchment (2014 update), Council’s Climate adaption strategy, Emergency management plan and a 
Resilient City outcomes. 

Environmental sustainability 

6. The Strategy intends to mitigate the detrimental impacts of flooding on the environment.  This includes 
the provisioning of flood mitigation structures and the implementation by Melbourne Water (as the 
Catchment authority) and Local Government of storm water management systems utilising integrated 
water cycle management principles to better manage storm water as a resource for capture and storage 
of storm water for water reuse, recycling and flood mitigation and detention.   
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